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Riga was officially founded in 1201 in place of
former local fishermen’s village and Viking port in
the mouth of the river Daugava.  Already in the
14-th century Riga was the chief city of the
Saxony, Thuringia, Brandenburg Circle of
Hanseatic Cities

Albert Buxhoevden (~1165-1229)
Bishop Albert

Riga

Retrospective
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Year
Citizens in 

Riga
Students in 

Latvia
Students at 

LU
1867 103 000 76
1880 169 000 565
1897 282 000 1 753
1913 518 000 2 100
1920 185 000 1 300 1 300
1930 378 000 7 800 7 800
1940 354 000 9 900 7 900
1950 482 000 14 200 8 000
1960 580 000 21 600 5 000
1970 732 000 40 800 8 000
1980 836 000 47 200 12 000
1990 910 000 46 000 13 500
2000 810 000 89 500 30 000
2008 730 000 125 300 22 000
2018 780 000 70 000 20 000

Russian Empire

Independent
republic

Independent
republic (EU)

Soviet Union

Retrospective
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UNIVERSITY OF LATVIA (LU) 
Constitutional Assembly 

Rector, Senate 
 

UNIVERSITY 
FOUNDED LEGAL 

ENTITIES 

„CORE UNIVERSITY” UNIVERSITY 
AGENCIES 

 
LU Foundation 
LU Real Estate 

Agency 
Companies with the 

LU participation 

 
13 Faculties 

6 Research Institutes 
2 Libraries 

Research and Study 
Centres 

Botanical Garden 
Administration 

 
9 Research 
Institutes 

 
2 Colleges 

 

University of Latvia Today

Jan, 2009: 15 000 FT students (all levels); 7 000 PT students, 800 
acad. staff at “core”; 800 acad staff in agencies; 1200 general staff, 
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Address Floor 

space, m2

Study programs FTnu
mber

 Distance 
from R19 

 Ownership History

Alberta iela 10 2 400
geography, geology, 

envi. science
700  15 min 

walk 
 owned by 

LU 
Gymnasium, late XIX cent. no 

possibilities for  extension 

Aspazijas bulvāris 5 14 300
buciness, 

management
4 380  5 min 

walk 
 posessed 

by LU 
Former Central post office, late XIX - 

mid XX cent. ,no possibilities for 
extension

Brīvības bulv. 32 2 500
history, philosophy 600  5 min 

walk 
 used by LU Dwelling house, late XIX century, no 

possibilities for extension

Jūrmalas gat. 74/76 11 113
teacher training 1 450  30 min 

publ. 
traffic 

 posessed 
by LU 

Various buildings, mid XIX - mid XX 
cent., unfinished construction, good  

possibilities for extension
K.Valdemāra iela 

48
5 300

chemistry, 
pharmacology

620  20 min 
walk. 

 posessed 
by LU 

Gymnasium, 1930-ties, minimal  
possibilities for  extension 

Kronvalda 
bulvāris 4

7 600
biology, chemistry 330  10 min 

walk 
 owned by 

LU 
University laboratory building (1900), 

partially reconstructed, no possibilities 
for extension

Lomonosova iela 
1

8 400
social and political 

science
980  15 min 

publ. 
traffic 

 posessed 
by LU 

Lecture halls of former Aviation 
university (AU) , 1960-ties/ 70-ties, 

part of comlplex of  AU buildings

RaiĦa bulvāris 19 15 000
computer science, 

law, theology
1 800  NR  owned by 

LU 
University, mid XIX - mid XX cent., 

renovation nearly complete, no 
possibilities for extension

Šarlotes iela 1 1 500
medicine 610  20 min 

walk 
 used by LU Office building,  1930-ties, no 

possibilities for  extension 

Visvalža iela 4a 5 800
philology 1 640  15 min 

walk 
 posessed 

by LU 
High school, 1970-ties, limited 

possibilities for extension

ZeĜĜu iela 8 7 022
physics, 

mathematics
640  15 min 

publ. 
traffic 

 posessed 
by LU 

Various  buildings, mid XIX - mid XX 

cent., possibilities for ca. 2500 m2 

extension

Student and program distribution in the buildings of the University of Latvia
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Only two of the LU buildings are constructed
specifically for the needs of the university



Virsraksts

Scattered spatial infrastructure of the LU hinders efficient
implementation of the fundamental tasks of the University:

studies;
research work and creative activities;
innovation, provision of services to the society

LU buildings do not comply to  the current demands of the
students and researchers. They can be refurbished only at
expenses that exceed new construction. 

LU is not in position to be competitive in the
international market of higher education, research
and innovation unless fundamental modernisation of
its spatial infrastructure takes place.

Conclusions
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In the year 2018 at LU there will be:

• ca. 16 000 FT students;

• ca. 2000 academic staff (including research institutes);

• ca. 1500 other staff. 

Some growth of student number in comparison with the 
year 2009 is expected in sciences and humanities; 
decrease in student numbers – in social sciences, teacher 
training, computer science.  PT students and distance 
learning will share the resources with FT studies.

Current presumptions
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Search for the placement

of the central campus
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LU and Riga City Council –

Partners in Development

June 2, 2003

Cooperation Agreement between Riga City Council (RCC) and LU;

August 15, 2008

Letter of From RCC confirming support for the development of LU 
Campus in TorĦakalns;

March 5, 2009

Agreement between RCC and LU on cooperation at the development
of TorĦakalns location

August 11, Cabinet of Ministers, Republic of Latvia, endorses the
plans of development of LU in TorĦakalns  
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Phases, 
years 

Academic centres Floor 
space m2 

Change of functions in 
existing buildings 

1. 
X+3 

 

Science and 
medicine 

20 900 Rīga: RaiĦa bulv.19, RaiĦa 
bulv.29, Baznīcas iela 5, 
Alberta iela 10, ŠėūĦu iela 4, 
Salaspils, Miera iela 3 

2. 
X+5 

Humanities and 
computing 
 

30 700 Rīga: RaiĦa bulv.19, Visvalža 
iela 4, Brīvības iela 32, 
Akadēmijas laukums 1 
(Latvijas ZinātĦu akadēmijas 
ēka) 

3. 
X+9 

Social sciences 
 

18 600 Aspāzijas bulvāris 5, 
Lomonosova iela 1, 
MārstaĜĜu iela 28, 
 

 

Academic Centres in
TorĦakalns
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Phases, 
years 

Academic centres Floor 
space m2 

Change of functions in 
existing buildings 

4. 
X+9 

Teacher training 9 100 Jūrmalas gatve 74/76 

5. 
X+12 

Life sciences and 
biomedicine 

14 900 Kronvalda bulv. 4 

6. 
X+7 

Dormitory for 1500-
2000 students, sport 
facility (Arkādija), 
canteen, Service 
centre, book shop  

 Tālivalža iela, Burtnieku iela, 
BuĜĜu iela 

 

Academic Centres in
TorĦakalns
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After the TorĦakalns campus will be finished the 
academic functions of LU will be maintained at: 

• RaiĦa Blvd. 19 building: law studies; rectors office and 
central administration;

• ZeĜlu Str. 8 minicampus, Physics (Theoretical, Molecular
Beam) and Math ;

• O.Vācieša Str 4 LU EKMI, Nursing programme;

• Alberta 10 building together with Alberta 13 (RGSL) and
Strelnieku 4 (RGSL and REA) builds up university
consortium – Cetre of Exellence for International Business, 
Law and Policy studies

LU outside TorĦakalns
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LU will develop three R&D Centres:

1) MHD research Centre – Amper platform in conjunction with the 
National Cyclotron Centre in Salaspils, transforming the building 
of the Institute of Biology (Miera Str.3) into support/service 
infrastructure;

2) Centre of Material Sciences – CFI building in Ėengaraga Str., 
accommodating also the remnants of PMI;

3) Centre of Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical Research in Kleisti

Baldone Observatory has to be maintained in consortium with 
Venspils Radioastronomy Centre. 

R&D infrastructure
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PPP should be involved in the development of the 
infrastructure needed for the support of LU 
academic activities

Botanical Garden and together with the LU Museum Science and
Technology History core of Science Adventure Centre 
(Joint National Museum of Natural Hisory at Kronvalda Blvd 4) 

Academic depository – Salaspils, Lielvardes street?  

Dormitories and guest houses for visiting professors (Valdemāra
Str. 69, Basteja Blvd. 10 / 12).

Support infrastructure
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Available resources:
EU structural funds for modernization of HEI (22,7 M LVL)

EU structural funds for modernization of RI (~28 M LVL) 

Other EU and international projects (~ 10 MLVL)

Income from lending or conversion of LU real estate (~ 40 M LVL) 

LU savings from not investing in old buildings (5 y) (~ 10 M LVL)

Public private partnership (PPP) (~ 30 M LVL)

Altogether ~ 140 M LVL

Funding for the Campus
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